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We’ve Been Living In A Safe Bubble

MRS. SUSIE JONES DRAYTON
PASSES AFTER ILLNESS

(Continued Page 3, Column 1, Article 2)

MRS. CATHERINE RALEIGH CASON
PASSES AFTER LENGTHY ILLNESS

New Bethel Mourns
The Death Of

Mrs. Susie Jones Drayton
 Mrs. Susie Jones Drayton, 101, was 
born December 19, 1919 in Ellenwood, 
Georgia to the late Pleas Patrick Jones 
and Bertha Freeman Jones. She departed 
this life on Friday, January 15, 2021 
at her home due to natural causes. 
   After completing Booker T. Washington 
High School and Spelman College in 
Atlanta, Georgia, she was employed as a 
secretary in the VA Hospital in Tuskegee, 
Alabama in 1943.
 She was married to the late Reverend 
Dr. Jerry Drayton on May 29, 1946 and 
immediately moved to Winston Salem and 
New Bethel Baptist Church. She captivated 
the hearts of the New Bethel Baptist Church 
family as well as members of the community. 
She became a role model for all ages. 
 One of Mrs. Drayton’s real gifts was 
her willingness to set aside her life for 
the moment to help those who were in 
need. She spearheaded an adult literacy 
program at New Bethel soon after arriving 
in Winston Salem. Shortly thereafter, the 
Draytons welcomed a son, Jerry Drayton 
and Mrs. Drayton accepted a position with 
the Forsyth County Agricultural Extension 
Service where she served for 31 years. She 
was married to the pastor of New Bethel 

Mrs. Catherine
Raleigh Cason
Passes After

Extended Illness
By Barbara Ford

 Mrs. Catherine Raleigh Cason, 102, was 
born on September 10, 1918 in Spencer, 
Virginia to the late Dewitt and Oradell 
Raleigh and passed after an extended 
illness on March 8, 2021 at her home.  She 
retired in 1983 from R.J. Reynolds Tobacco 
Company after 40 years of service.  In 
addition to her parents, she was preceded 
in death by her husband, George Cason; a 
daughter, Janie Thompson; a son, Alvonzel 
Cason; and sisters, Elizabeth Henderson 
and Mary Corrothers.  She was a member 
of New Bethel Baptist Church for many 
years.  She celebrated her 100th birthday 
in 2018 with more than 200 relatives and 
friends in attendance.
 Mrs. Cason is survived by a daughter, 
Willette G. Winfield; sons, James Otis Gray 
and Monta Cason, Sr; 13 grandchildren; 17 
great-grandchildren and a host of nieces,  
nephews, cousins and friends.  A private 
service was held at New Bethel Baptist 
Church on Wednesday, March 17, 2021 
with Dr. Kendall D. Jones officiating.

One Year Later
 By Hattie Ingram

What We’ve Been Through
 For the past year, our country has been 
mired in not just one deep crisis, but three: 
a pandemic, an economic meltdown 
and one of the most fraught political 
transitions in our history. Interwoven in 
all three have been challenging issues of 
racial disparity and fairness. Dealing with 
all of this has dominated much of our 
energy, attention and even our emotions. 
Unexpectedly, there was a scramble for 
hand sanitizer, masks, paper towels, toilet 
tissue and food for the freezer. Churches 
closed, many loved ones have died 
alone, schools went virtual, graduations 
disappeared, weddings were canceled 
and many businesses and jobs were 
gone. Most of us have been sheltering and 
living in our safe bubble.

What We Have Learned
 One of the lessons we have learned from 
Covid19 is that the scientific community 
working together can do amazing things. 
It usually takes 4 to 20 years to create 
vaccines. For the new messenger RNA, 
it took Pfizer and Moderna just a record 
11 months. Johnson and Johnson has 
recently created and been approved 
for an additional vaccine. More than 
100,000,000 Americans had received 
one or two of these shots in their arms 
by March 19, 2021. Congress has passed 
Biden’s the American’s Rescue Plan 
which has provided assistance for eligible 
families, states, schools, small businesses 
and unemployed persons.

What Is To Come
 The only way to get our lives back is 
to beat the virus. It’s time for optimism 
not relaxation. It’s time to encourage all 
Americans to receive the vaccine. Let’s 
listen to public health professionals and 
follow their lead: wear your masks, wash 
your hands, continue social distancing, 
gather again but very carefully, and 
restore our trust in one another. 
Grandparents will be able to see their 
grandchildren again.
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BAPTIST TRAINING… Continued

AVERY RICHARDSON
WITH PET, KENZIE

Editorial
Easter Sunday

By Hattie Ingram

 Holy week is the week in the Christian 
calendar that begins with Palm Sunday, 
commemorating the day of Christ’s 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem and 
climaxes with Easter Sunday, the celebration 
of Christ’s glorious resurrection.  Today is 
Easter Sunday and although we are not able 
to gather in our sanctuary at New Bethel 
for our traditional service, we nevertheless 
have not postponed or canceled our 
Easter observance.  Today is that time for a 
celebratory worship, as we thank God for the 
resurrection of His Son Jesus Christ, our Lord 
and Savior, who is the hope of glory.  
 We are still led to worship and praise Him 
today outside the four walls of our church 
building because worship is not primarily 
about where we are located physically, but 
more about how we glorify and express our 
love and thanks to God.  But remember the 
site of the first Easter Celebration, an upper 
room in Jerusalem with a small group of 
self-quarantined, frightened people whose 
fear suddenly turned to Joy.  Hopefully, your 
Easter, even in our current conditions, will be 
as meaningful as theirs.  
 The New Bethel Church Family thanks the 
Media Team for the dedicated service they 
are providing through Facebook, Zoom and 
Radio Frequency, making it possible for us to 
gather as one during this Easter Season on 
the church parking lot.  An added touch is 
the ability to have our Communion Service 
in person and the special message from Rev. 
Azuree Dalton for our Children’s Church 

(Continued Page 2, Column 3, Article 2)

NBBC Children’s Church 
Ministry Host Love Party

By Rev. Azurée DJ Dalton
 On Sunday, February 28, 2021 at 11:00 
a.m., The NBBC Children’s Church 
Ministry hosted a Love Party on the Zoom 
platform. On that day staff, children, 
and visiting friends joined in as they 
worshiped God’s Love for us. During the 
month of February, the children studied 
the acronym LOVE which represents 
L = Loyal, O  = Omnipresent, V = Victorious in 
Everything, and E = Eternal Life. Also, each 
week the ministry focused on how God 
shows love to his creation. During the Love 
Party, the children began with praise and 
worship. During that time, they sang and 
used hands movements to learn the words. 
Then, they did virtual circle prayer. 
Everyone was given a chance to pray and 
acknowledge what God has done for them. 
The children then received the message 
for the day given by Bro. Todd Dalton. He 
discussed with the children about John’s 
Love Letter in I John 3:16-20 and how we 
are to show love and share with our fellow 
brother and sister in Christ.
 The children then watched a Saddleback 
Slap Theater video entitled “John’s Letter of 
Love” as a review of the lesson. Sis. Sabrina 
Dodd then played a trivia game with 
the children discussing the message. In 
honor of Black History Month, Dr. Sydney 
Richardson reviewed with the children 
John Coltrane a native of North Carolina 
and played some of his music for the 
children to listen to. At the end of the party, 
Rev. Dalton reminded the children that 
they will receive a love package of goodies 
from the NBBC Children’s Church Ministry 
Staff to let them know how much they are 
loved by God and the New Bethel Baptist 
Church. The children had a wonderful 
time. Future zoom worship experiences 
are in the works in the upcoming weeks.

Baptist Training Institute 
Goes Virtual

By Diane Piggott
 The 67th Baptist Training Institute of 
Forsyth County goes virtual this year due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. It will be held 
April 26-29, 2021 nightly from 6 to 8:30 pm. 
The Institute’s Study Book is entitled, “God’s 
Power to Help Hurting People” by Colleen 
Birchett, Ph. D. The book’s cost is $12.00 
and you can get one from Diane Piggott by 
calling: 336-926-3496.
 The Institute is supported by the 
Missionary Union, the Sunday School 
Union, the Deacon’s Union, the Minister’s 
Union, the Usher’s Union and Health and 
Wellness Union. Teachers for the different 
union are: Senior Missionaries–Mrs. Shelia 
Sullivan; Young Adults Missionaries–Dr. 

Charlotte Leach; Youth Missionaries–
Minister Michelle Hudson and Ms. Gloria 
Brown; Sunday School: Minister Velma 
McCloud; Ministers–Rev. Ronald Speas; 
Ushers–Rev. Dr. James Lewis; Health and 
Wellness–Ms. Sharon Roberts.
 The virtual link will be announced at a 
later date. Using the link, you will tell the 
host as to which group you would like to 
attend when you check-in. It will be an 
exhilarating four nights as we learn to 
minister to our fellow man!

Richardson Joins
Humane Society
By Dr. Sydney Richardson

 Avery Richardson joined the Forsyth 
Humane Society earlier this year because 
she loves animals. When she found out 
that the organization was lacking supplies 
and food for the animals, she wanted to 
donate items. So she reached out to New 
Bethel Baptist Church and her school, 
Lewisville Elementary. She collected items 
over a few weeks and delivered them to 
the Forsyth Humane Society. She delivered 
cat and dog food, animal toys, and cat 
litter to the Society. Avery plans to donate 
items throughout the year as part of her 
volunteerism.
 She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Herbert Richardson.

(Continued Page 2, Column 3, Article 3)

segment. Deacon Wesley Curtis, Breshaun 
Liles, Deacon Carolyn Crosby, Trustee John 
Lucas, Deacon Joe Bartley and the Praise 
Team have been on hand each Sunday since 
services were suspended in March 2020 
making it possible for all of us to enjoy Sunday 
School and our Pastor’s messages weekly.

EDITORIAL EASTER… Continued
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REGINALD NOBLE AND HEATHER WILLIAMS
FALL WEDDING PLANS

CANDICE RACHELL HUNT AND JORDAN 
ISIAH WORTHY – NEWLY WEDS

AUTUMN GIPSON AND MICHAEL CURTIS
NEW BRIDE AND GROOM

GIPSON AND CURTIS… Continued

New Bethel Celebrates 
Black History Month

By Carol Poe

 The New Bethel Black History Committee 
celebrated Black History the entire month of 
February. Mrs. Peggy McCullough presented 
an overview of the contributions that blacks 
have made in our society the first Sunday. 
Reginald Noble highlighted Rev. James 
Cleveland and presented contributions 
that he made to gospel music the second 
Sunday. Mrs. Carol Poe spotlighted historical 
Black universities and colleges and their 
contributions to education on the third 
Sunday. On the fourth Sunday Ms. Connie 
Marks highlighted the Covid-19 virus and 
how important it is for our Black community 
to get the vaccine. Following the presentation 
Dr. Jones completed the celebration with a 
sermon titled “Amazing Grace”. 
 The committee gave out gift bags the 
Thursday before the fourth Sunday to those 
who came by the Church to bring their tithes 
and offerings. Mrs. Peggy McCullough is the 
President of the Black History Committee. 

NEW BETHEL MOURNS… Continued
Baptist Church for 62 years and during 
this time she became an active participant 
in numerous ministries with members 
of varied ages. She was instrumental in 
helping form the 4H Club which trained 
youth to think and work with a wide range 
of people. She assisted in forming the 
Youth Council to help foster and support 
youth activities and at this time Youth Day 
was developed. Later, realizing the need for 
a church nursery and library, she worked 
tirelessly to assist in providing supervision 
of a babysitting project during Sunday 
morning worship service and encouraged 
the purchase of books for all ages for the 
new library.
 Young Adults at New Bethel were 
recipients of Mrs. Drayton’s unselfish and 
generous love when she supervised the 
organization of the Journalistic Society and 
brought the idea of publishing a monthly 
church Newsletter, The Spotlight for the 
church and the community. After becoming 
a member of the Effort Club, she introduced 
Race Progress Promoters Program which 
was an outgrowth of her idea for Race 
Progress Day. Because of her concern for 
churches visiting from other states, Annual 
Fellowship Day was initiated in September, 
which preceded the start of Revival. Her 
work with the Bereavement Committee was 
a labor of love for our former First Lady 
as she worked to lift the hearts and spirits 
of grieving families. At her suggestion, 
the groups known as the Volunteers for 
Christian Service and the Political Action 
Committee were organized to include 
seniors in making worthwhile contributions 
to the church.
 She was preceded in death by her husband 
of 66 years, Reverend Dr. Jerry Drayton, Pastor 
Emeritus of New Bethel Baptist Church. 
 She is survived by her son, Attorney Jerry 
Drayton and daughter-in-law, Dr. Wilma 
T. Drayton of Decatur, Georgia; nephew, 
Eric Johnson and his wife, Gayle; and her 
devoted caregiver, Shirley Lewis.

Noble Announces 
Engagement

By Diane Piggott
 Reginald Noble, II asked Heather Williams 
to marry him on November 29, 2020 and 
she said, “Yes!” The two year romance has 
blossomed over this time and they plan to 
marry either in the summer or fall of 2021.
 Heather is a native of Buffalo, New York 
and the daughter of Ms. Ruby Williams and 
the late Ted Cook.
 Reginald is the son of Reginald Noble, 
Sr. and Tonya Noble. At New Bethel, he is 
active with the Bereavement Committee, the 
Communion Singers, the Ushers, the Laymen 
League and the Young Adult Missionaries. 
He was the 2019 “Layman of the Year”.  He is 
employed with the Winston-Salem/Forsyth 
County School System.

Gipson and Curtis Wed
By Diane Piggott

 Autumn Gipson and Michael Curtis were 
united in holy matrimony on February 12, 
2021. The ceremony was performed by 
Rev. Azuree’ Dalton in Summerfield, North 
Carolina.
 Autumn is a native of Oak Ridge, Tennessee 

and is a physical therapist. Michael said they 
first met while visiting his cousins who live 
in Knoxville.
 Autumn and Michael tried to maintain 
some traditional aspects of marriage by 
participating in marriage counseling via 
Zoom with Rev. Dalton. 
 The date, February 12 holds a special 
meaning for them as it coincides with 
Autumn’s middle brother’s birthdate.
 The couple enjoyed an intimate wedding 
party consisting of Deacon and Mrs. Wesley 
Curtis, Trey Curtis, Autumn’s two brothers, her 
sister and her Mom. Michael’s sister, Kristen 
was unable to attend. Due to the Covid-19 
pandemic a honeymoon will have to 
come later.
 The Curtises will be relocating from 
Morehead City in about three months 
as Michael is in the Marines. Michael 
commented that these first thirty-six days 
have been very good with no complaints.
 We extends our heartiest congratulations 
to the newly weds!

Just Married!
 Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Hunt, Sr. are proud 
to announce the recent wedding of their 
daughter, Candice Rachelle to Jordan Isiah 
Worthy on Friday, January 15, 2021 at their 
home at 3145 Shaftesbury Lane.
 The couple tied the knot in a very intimate, 
yet beautiful and traditional ceremony. 
Escorted by her father, the bride came down 
the stairs and into the living room wearing an 
elegant, non-traditional off the shoulder red, 
long dress with crystal heels. She carried a 
bouquet of red roses, a gift from the groom’s 
Mother. The groom was elegantly dressed in a 
dark suit and a red rose boutonniere.
 The guests included the parents of 
the bride, the Mother and brother of the 
groom as well as a few of the couple’s very 
close friends. The bride’s brother was 
present virtually.
 Rev. James R. Clyburn, Sr. officiated. Guests 
and the bride and groom celebrated with 
a small cake reception following the 
ceremony. 
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MR. JOHN LAVERNE NEAL
REMEMBERED AS A “GREAT “SINGER”

Greetings To
The Men and Women

Of New Bethel 

“When the righteous cry for help, the 
Lord hears and delivers them out of all 
their troubles.” Psalm 34:17

The Lord has been exceedingly good 
to us all this past year. Our church 
family has been through a year of 
the pandemic and although we have 
missed seeing our church family, we 
have been fortunate not to have lost 
any members to the virus. We have so 
much to be thankful for!
 This letter is a reminder of our 
upcoming Men’s Day, which would have 
normally fallen on April 18th. The funds 
from Men’s and Women’s Day programs 
are vital for helping the church with 
major projects and the upkeep of the 
church. We ask all men to pay $125. 
To the women, we ask that you pay 
whatever you can and we appreciate 
all donations. You may make your $125 
Men’s Day donations by bringing them 
to the Church on Thursday between 
10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m., make on-line 
donations, or mail them to the church. 
Make sure you designate MEN’S DAY 
on your donation envelope.
 Thank you in advance for your 
contribution to the Men’s Day Ministry 
of New Bethel.
  Yours in Christ,
  Deacon Charles R. Hunt, Sr.
  Men’s Day Chairman

The Bible
 The Bible contains 3,566,480 letters, 
733,746 words, 31,163 verses, 1,189 chapters 
and 66 books.  The longest chapter is the 
119th Psalm; shortest, the middle chapter, 
117th Psalm. The middle verse is the 8th of 
the 118th Psalm.  The longest name is in the 
8th chapter of Isaiah.  The word “and” occurs 
46,227 times; the word Jehovah 6,855 times.  
The thirty-seventh chapter of Isaiah and the 
19th chapter of the 2nd book of Kings are 
alike. The longest verse is the 9th of the 8th 
chapter of Esther; the shortest verse is the 
35th of 11th chapter of John.  In the 21st verse 
of the 7th chapter of Ezra is the alphabet.  The 
finest piece of reading is the 26th chapter of 
Acts.  The name of God is not mentioned in 
the book of Esther.  The Bible contains two 
testaments.  The Old is Law, The New is Love.  
The Old is the Bud, The New is the Bloom.  
In the Old, man is reaching up for God.  In 
the New, God is reaching down for Man.  In 
the Old, man is in the valley but can see the 
sun shining on the mountain tops.  In the 
New he is on the mountain top basking in 
the sunlight of God’s infinite love. 

Dr. Janice Feemster 
Coleman Passes

 Dr. Janice Feemster Coleman, 
daughter of the late John and Beatrice 
Feemster passed recently after a period 
of illness. Born on September 27, 1936, 
she joined New Bethel at an early age 
and participated in all of the activities 
of the Youth Council. 
 Dr. Coleman attended the local 
public schools and entered Hampton 
University after graduating from Atkins 
High School. She earned Bachelor 
of Science degree in Nursing at 
Hampton, the Master’s degree in 
Nursing Education from University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and 
a Doctorate of Nursing Education 
at University of North Carolina at 
Greensboro.  She served as a nurse 
at Kate Bitting Memorial Hospital 
and retired from Winston-Salem State 
University as Associate Professor of 
Pediatrics in the School of Nursing.
 Preceding her in death were her 
husband, Joseph Coleman; brother, Dr. 
John Feemster; and sister, Katherine 
Moore. Survivors include: daughters, 
Terri and Karen and son Kenneth.
 A memorial service was held for 
Dr. Coleman.

Mr. John Laverne Neal 
Passes After Illness

 Mr. John Laverne Neal, 67, was born on 
December 25, 1953 to the late Johnnie 
and Carrie Stephens Neal.  He transitioned 
peacefully on Thursday, March 11, 2021.  
 A native of Winston-Salem, John graduated 
from East Forsyth High School and was 
formerly employed as a Commercial 
Cleaner at Lawrence Joel Veterans Memorial 
Coliseum.  At an early age he joined New 
Bethel Baptist Church under the pastorate 
of Dr. Jerry Drayton.  He loved singing on 
the Spiritual Choir, Mass Choir and with the 
Communion Singers.
 He leaves to cherish fond memories his 
fiance’, Melody Baker; sisters, Lisa Neal Myers 
(Robert) and Jackie Neal Posey (John); aunt, 
Dorothy Stephens Witherspoon;  and a host 
nieces, nephews, relatives and friends.
 A memorial service was held on Saturday, 
March 20, 2021 in the chapel of Hooper 
Funeral Home.
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